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Gulliver's Travels 

'Well, my friend,' he answered, 'let me tell you something. 

You're only free because the King knows we're in a very 

dangerous situation.' 

'Dangerous?' I cried. 'What do you mean?' 

'Lilliput has enemies at home and abroad,' he explained. 

'For six years now we've had two political groups, the 

High-Heels and the Low-Heels. Perhaps the High-Heels 

were more popular in the past, but as you can see, our 

present King and all his officials wear the lowest heels. The 

two groups hate each other, and a High-Heel will refuse to 

---��,,.···=--..... ----

A High-Heel will refuse to speak to a Low-Heel. 

speak to a Low-Heel. That's the problem in Lilliput. Now, 

we're getting information that the people of Blefuscu are 

going to attack us. Have you heard of Blefuscu? It's an island 

very near us, almost as large and important as Lilliput. 

They've been at war with us for three years, you see.' 

'But how did this war start?' I asked. 

'Well, you know, of course, that most people used to 

break their boiled eggs at the larger end. But our King's 

grandfather once cut a finger while breaking his egg this 

14 

Life in Lilliput 

way, and so his father the King 

ordered all Lilliputians, from 

then on, to break the smaller

end of their eggs. People who 

do that are called Small­

Endians. But Lilliputians feel 

strongly about this and some 

Big-Endians have fought 

angrily against this law. As 

many as eleven thousand 

people have been killed because 

they refused to break their eggs 

at the smaller end. Some of the 

Big-Endians have escaped to 

join our enemies in Blefuscu. 

The King of Blefuscu has always 

wanted to defeat Lilliput in 

war, and now we hear that he's 

.,---·--· · IA
w 

The King ordered 
everyone to break the 

smaller end of their eggs. 

prepared a large number of ships, which will attack us very 

soon. So you see, my friend, how much our King needs your 

help, in order to defeat his enemies.' 

I did not hesitate for a moment. 'Please tell the King,' I 

answered warmly, 'that I am ready to give my life to save 

him or his country.' 
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Gulliver's Travels 

sight for the crowd below, but I was in terrible fear of
falling. 

The monkey still seemed to think I was his baby. 

42 

More adventures in Brobdingnag 

Finally, several servants climbed on the roof, and as they 

came nearer, the monkey put me down and ran away. I was 

rescued and brought down to the ground. I had to stay in 

bed for two weeks after this, before I felt well enough to 

meet people again. The monkey was caught and killed. 

When I next saw the King, he asked me about this 

experience. 'How did you feel,' he said, 'when the monkey 

was holding you up on the roof?' 

'Sir,' I replied bravely, 'I was afraid, that's true. But next 

time an animal like that attacks me, I shall not hesitate. I'll 

pull out my sword like this' - and I showed him what I 

would do- 'and give the creature such a wound that it will 

never come near me again!' 

But while I waved my tiny sword in the air, the King and 

his lords laughed loudly. I had wanted to prove my bravery, 

but I failed, because to them I was only an unimportant 

little creature. I realized later that this often happens in 

England, when we laugh at someone of no family, fortune, 

or intelligence, who pretends to be as important as our 

great leaders. 

In the next few weeks, I began to have some very 

interesting conversations with the King. He was an 

intelligent, understanding person. 

'Tell me more about your country,' he said to me one 

day. 'I would like to hear about your laws, your political 

life, and your customs. Tell me everything. There may be 

something that we can usefully copy here in Brobdingnag.' 

'I shall be delighted, sir,' I answered proudly. 'Our king 

43 
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